
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



344 PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY OP 



DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW MARINE SHELLS FROM THE WEST COAST OF 

FLORIDA. 

BY ROBERT E. C. STEARNS. 

Anachis semiplicata, Steams. 

Shell small, solid, elongated-ovate ; spire elevated, pointed ; 
whorls 7-8; slightly con vex, with inconspicuous revolving grooves, 
which latter become prominent on the lower portion 
Fig- 1. of the body-whorl; upper portion of the basal, and a 
portion of the contiguous volution marked by 9-12 
moderately sharp longitudinal ribs, which become 
obsolete on the lower part of the basal whorl, and 
inconspicuous or extinct on the upper whorls, vary- 
ing in prominence in different specimens ; suture dis- 
tinct; aperture about half the length of the shell, 
white, narrow, widest and angulated above ; outer lip 
simple, thickened near the middle, somewhat thickened, shoul- 
dered, and curved at its junction with the body-whorl, and no- 
dosely ribbed within ; inner lip calloused, callous thin, elevated, 
and finely tuberculated on its inner edge ; canal short, moderately 
recurved. Number of specimens examined fifteen, of which the 
largest and smallest measure as follows : — 

Length .55. Length of aperture .25. Breadth .20. 

" .30. " " .15. " .12. 

Most of the specimens were so coated as not to show the color ; 
when cleansed the surface is of a light sienna-yellow, closely 
covered with white rounded spots, which frequently coalesce ; apex 
generally eroded. 

Habitat. — West Coast of Florida; most abundant at Charlotte 
Harbor, where Col. E. Jewett collected many specimens, also 
collected by myself at various points on the shores of Tampa 
Bay. 

The species described herein belongs to a group of Anachids of 
the same general aspect, of which A. (Golumbella) avara, Say, is 
an illustration. A. semiplicata differs from Mr. Say's shell in 
having a greater number of whorls, fewer longitudinal ribs, as 
well as in color markings, and other minor differences. Through 




NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 345 

an insufficient comparative examination, specimens have been dis- 
tributed with Mr. Say's name attached. 

Anachis acuta, Stearns. 

Shell small, slender, acutely fusiform ; spire elevated, pointed, 
nucleus rounded, number of whorls eight; in some specimens 
slighly convex and traversed longitudinally by about 
fifteen nearly equidistant prominent rounded ribs, which Fig. 2. 
are absent on the apex and adjoining whorl, and become 
obsolete just below the periphery of the basal volution, 
which is somewhat angulated below and at its anterior 
portion marked distinctly with transverse costse ; in some 
specimens the longitudinal ribs show a tendency to no- 
dulation, and terminate rather abruptly upon the peri- 
phery of the body-whorl; suture profound, -cutting the 
ribs abruptly ; aperture one-third of the length of the shell, 
whitish, narrowly ovate, angulate above ; outer lip simple, mode- 
rately thickened ; slightly shouldered and curved above, with 5-7 
denticles within, which regularly decrease in size anteriorly; inner 
lip showing a thin polished callus, with, in some specimens, a 
slightly produced edge ; anterior canal short, moderately curved. 
The shells of this species are quite variable in color, some indi- 
viduals being of a porcellanous white, with transverse sienna lines 
and lighter or darker blotches of the same color; others are of a 
light sienna-yellow, with whitish blotches and brown linear mark- 
ings. The following are the dimensions of the largest and smallest 
specimens : — 

Length .26. Length of aperture .09. Breadth .08. 

" .23. " " .08. " .09. 

Habitat — West Coast of Florida, at Egmont Key, where several 
specimens were collected by my friend E. Jewett, Esq. It seems 
to be rather restricted in its distribution, and much less numerous 
than A. avara or A. simplicata ; while the number of ribs is the 
same as in A. avara, the shell being much slenderer, these ribs are 
much nearer to each other, and the surface is destitute of the re- 
volving grooves which characterize that species. 

Nitidella filosa, Stearns. 

Shell small, acutely conic, spire elevated, apex rounded; whorls 
five, convex ; suture distinct ; surface white, traversed by nume- 
rous equidistant fine revolving grooves ; body-whorl one-half to 
23 
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three- fifths, and the aperture about one-fourth the length of the 
shell ; mouth ovate, outer lip simple, internally ribbed, thickened 
at its upper part, turned and reflected upon the body-whorl, 

forming a callus on the upper portion of the columella, 
Fig. 3. which latter is rather abruptly shortened and slightly 

twisted anteriorly. 

Length .16. Length of aperture .06. Breadth .06. 

Habitat. — West Coast of Florida, on the shores of 
Tampa Baj', collected by Col. E. Jewett. Only a few 
specimens were obtained, of which three are in my 
cabinet. All the specimens examined by me were beach shells, 
without opercula, consequently the generic position is somewhat 
doubtful. This species has apparently relations with Nitidella 
(N. cribraria or N. guttata), also with Truncaria (T.eurytoides), 
but as these genera at present include many incongruous species, 
a revision is necessary before this and similar forms can be satis- 
factorily placed. The genus Nitidella was made by Swainson 
(vide "Treatise on Malacology," pp. 151-153-313) on the Colum- 
bella nitida, a West Indian shell, with a short spire, long body- 
whorl, and a plait on the columella, a markedly different form from 
N. guttata or N. cribraria, which are generally included with it. 
There are numerous allied forms in this connection, which approx- 
imate so closely that an examination of the opercula is indispen- 
sable to generic determination. ( Vide remarks of Mr. Dall in 
Am. Journ. Conch., vol. vii. p. 115.) 

Clathurella Jewetti, Stearns. 

Shell small, abbreviated fusiform, turreted, of a dull ashen-red- 
dish color when dry, dark-reddish to purplish when wet; number 
of whorls six or seven, convex and somewhat flattened 
Fig. 4. above, sculptured with eleven or twelve prominent lon- 
gitudinal ribs, which extend nearly or quite to the baseof 
the body- whorl ; longitudinal ribs crossed by ten to twelve 
strong thread-like lateral costse, which at the points of 
crossing are in some specimens produced into rounded 
nodules ; the upper whorls show three to four of the 
lateral costse, generally three ; aperture narrow, about 
half the length of the shell, of a purplish-black or dark-chocolate 
color; outer lip thickened and deeply notched above ; columella 
nearly straight, calloused ; terminal canal short. 




NATURAL SCIENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 341 

Measurements of four specimens as follows : — 



Long. 


.30 inch. 


Lat. 


.14 inch. 
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Habitat. — Rockj' Point, Tampa Bay, West Coast of Florida, 
where I collected four living specimens from off the underside of 
clumps of oysters ; also at other points along the shores of said 
bay and the adjacent keys, by Col. E. Jewett, who obtained many 
specimens. It is perhaps the most common of the pleurotomoid 
forms of the above region. 



